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Brief Introduction of the
Painter:

Ms.Mu Jianmei, a Chinese painter, as well as an art
theorist, is the Arts Professor at Shandong University
Ji’ nan. Her research is focused on Chinese painting
She evokes the innocence of the childhood in her
artwork. She has participated in many art exhibitions
both at home and abroad, and has won many prestigious
awards. She paints from her heart with each brush
stroke and brings to life the wonder and beauty of
childhood. In each image there is the innocence of

life’ s most precious time.
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preface

When one recalls his colorful childhood a smile
comes to his face and his heart is filled with
joy. Because it is pure and childlike and will
soon pass. Our childhood flows by quietly however
the memories of it will last forever. It is like
a boat moving on water filled with candy, toys,
intriguing poems, numerous and lovely songs and
many unforgetable stories. As if in a sweet dream
one does not want to wake up.

Thanks to my childhood it has brought me much joy,
happiness and many good memories which have allowed

me to recreate them into my paintings.

(/‘4;4 ‘g‘d\nmei
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Whimsy in Tranquility, Vivacity and Naivete;
The Playful Paintings of Mu Jian Mei

Mu Jianmei was born to a happy family who enjoyed the Arts. She was deeply
influenced by Chinese painting and calligraphy art. Her father shared
passion for Chinese traditional art with her and consciously cultivated
his daughter’s artistic expression. The whimsical adventures of her three
elder brothers provided a diversion from her rigorous studies where they
would take her to climb trees, explore caves, and run carefree at the
beach. This playfulness in her childhood is mirrored in her artistic style
with a childlike innocence of content and amazing sense of wonder at life.
After achieving her Master’s Degree she was fortunate enough to work in
the ancient painting copy room of Shandong University of Arts. She studied
the ancient Chinese masterpieces particularly the figures of the infants
and children in the subject matter with great concentration. She also
made a thorough study of the images of angels and cupids of the western
classical art. The charming and playful characters in the content of her
work symbolize the most joyous moments in our life. She presents a pure
and most vibrant picture of life.

Mu Jianmei’ s artistic creation, sets in Chinese local rural customs as the
background, depicts the childhood fun with very concise strokes in order
to convey the most humorous and witty human feelings as much as possible.
She draws with specific figure images to arouse the appreciator’ s life
experience, projecting aesthetic image on the basis of life experience in
the artwork. The viewer restores the tableau back into real life which
launches association and imagination to feel the ethereal beauty of art.

In these interesting pictures, Jianmei pays special attention to children’s
eyes and makes every character image lifelike and animated. The child s
eyes, being like the artist’s eyes, always stay curious exploring the
unknown world. Childhood and hometown are two eternal themes of her works
which move the heartstrings of countless overseas Chinese and arouse their
joy and naive memories of childhood. Her art can penetrate the limitations
of time and space, reach in deep the heart of people. Due to the relaxed
mood and natural disposition, she inadvertently puts the distant cultural

memory together with her individual life fragments of childhood into a
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contemporary context and makes modern people in the world experience the
real, natural and naive leading to pursue the root of goodness in human
nature.

In the exploration of Chinese ink painting, Jianmei has always strived
for the character enchantment and artistic style of Chinese traditional
literati paintings. She holds Chinese literati spirit of independence
and freedom from vulgarity in the modern commercial society. She knows if
an artist wants to express her true feelings in her art works she must
free her mind unconsciously in order to taste “the ink interest” in the
fun and reveal the inner and pure spirit and feelings of the image of
“meaning” and “verve” .

Jianmei’s children style paintings have been exhibited numerous times at
home and abroad and have been evoked a strong response. Viewers whether
they are Chinese, at home or abroad, or from other cultural backgrounds,
appreciate the interest and nerve emotions of her images. After seeing
her paintings an American artist said, “Childlike innocence and child
interest is the common psychological language of humans, yearning for the
child’ s world and remembrance for naiveté have no national boundaries. Her
paintings share traditional Chinese flavour as well as the world style.”

Her paintings make us believe that “ art will keep us young forever” .
10/2/2015
The Writer: Zhang Aihong, associate professor of Art College of Shandong

University, joint PhD of Southeast University in China and University of

Michigan (Ann Arbor) in U.S., postdoctor of Shandong University.
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Brief Introduction of Painter

Mu Jianmei’ s perspective and skill are inspirations for both artists
and art lovers alike. As an artist, I have a vested interest in the
process of all artistic mediums and Mu Jian mei personifies a master of the
process of Chinese Traditional Painting and Calligraphy.l became acquainted
with Mu Jianmei a few years ago when I had the privilege of meeting her
and watching her work. The first thing T noticed in her demonstration was
the great care she took in placement of the images on paper and her choice
of subject matter. She is dedicated to her love of Chinese painting and
is careful to demonstrate her devotion to the traditional process. She
explained to me in great detail that the two primary mediums used in all
Chinese painting and calligraphy are paper and silk.

Chinese paper is made of plant fibers. At first hemp was used, but soon
mulberry and bamboo proved the best sources for paper. The best Chinese
papers are made from mulberry. It has a great tensile strength, purity
and uniformity of color and long durability and can be made in a great
variety of qualities. The silk used for painting and calligraphy is also of
Chinese invention. Sericulture, the raising of silkworms to make silk, was
perfected more than two millennia ago. Satin is sometimes used in painting.
Unlike paper which can be worked on directly with brush and ink. This
process uses powdered alum that is worked into the silk to create a uniform
surface that will take the ink and color without bleeding into the silk
fibers.

I watched with interest as she set up her table and prepped to set ink to
paper. The ink used in Chinese painting is usually pine soot. The soot is
bound together using various glues and then compressed into ink sticks or
ink cakes. These ink sticks are ground down on an inkstone. The ink needs
to be prepared by grinding it into the consistency the artist needs. She
knows exactly, from experience what consistency she wants her ink.

The colors used in traditional Chinese painting are all mineral pigments
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ground into a fine powder and suspended in a wet medium that makes colored
paint. The minerals traditionally used include malachite for green, azurite
for blue and cinnabar for red. These colors will never fade. They can
be abraded away so that color appears to fade, but because the pigments
contain ground stone they will never actually fade. This use of mineral
pigments is the reason that many very old Chinese paintings still have
strong color. In similar fashion, the old masters in Western encaustic and
0il painting used ground semi—precious gems to achieve the high brilliance
that still retains its luster today.

The brush used in Chinese painting and calligraphy usually has a long
handle made of wood or bamboo, while some fancy brush handles can be
ceramic, jade or lacquer. Animal hairs in a variety of combinations are
used. The tips can be long or short, thick or thin, stiff or soft, or
stiff outer hairs can surround softer interior hairs - all depending on
the desired effect.

The scroll formats have been perfected over time to insure that when the
scrolls are stored, they are resistant to light, insects and moisture. The
painting or calligraphy is mounted to a paper backing that can be many
layers thick. Mu Jian mei keeps to traditional formats of Chinese painting
using the hanging scroll and fan. This is a very laborious process that
she explained to me. The hand scroll format is unique in its presentation
as the viewer is able to control the timing and amount of the viewing.
Typically Western presentation formats will frame an image, which is
then hung on the wall so that there is a clear separation between viewer
and object. With a hand scroll, the viewer opens the scroll and takes a
visual journey - a narrative laid out by the artist - at his own pace.
The viewer has his hands on the mount and holds it in place, lest it roll
itself up. This physical contact is what makes the hand scroll format a
unique, intimate exchange between artist, object and viewer.

Mu Jianmei always leaves her red seal at the completion of her painting.
The red seals found throughout Chinese painting typically begin with the
seal or seals of the artist. The artist usually places a seal or two
immediately after the signature. In some cases, a different seal will be
placed somewhere on each picture. The seals can have an artist’ s name,
nickname, style name or a title he has received. The possibilities are
endless. The other seals on a painting are those of collectors. It is a

strange concept to a Western audience to place one’ s mark on the painting
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itself. In the West, this is simply not done. But the Chinese have a very
different perception of time and their participation in it, as well as the
history of an object like a painting. For the art historian, seals are a
record of provenance. In China today seals are still used by artists, but
also by virtually everyone after the signature of any important document.
Chinese painting is typically broken down into three genres: landscape,
figure painting and bird and flower painting. In Chinese the word for
landscape is shanshui. Landscape painting includes both mountains and
water, but also plant material, usually a variety of trees. The Chinese
people call the still life painting bird and flower . It can let a person
pay attention to appreciate the beautiful details of nature. Figure
painting usually makes the picture more compact and more clearly .Mu
Jianmei is has chosen to highlight this quality in the children and animals
she uses as subject matter.The pictorial realism of figure and bird and
flower painting generally considered the work of craftsmen and professional
painters. The scholar painters used painting, primarily landscape, to
express ideas, and for them the inscription became essential to the entire
work of art.

In closing, according to Maxwell K. Hearn” s book, How to Read Chinese
Paintings , “The Chinese way of appreciating a painting is often expressed
by the words “duhua”, ‘to read a painting.’ Because art is a visual
language, words alone cannot adequately convey its expressive dimension.”
Style, technique, symbolism, past traditions, historical events, and the
artist’s personal circumstances all come into play. To “read” these
works is to enter a dialogue with the past. Slowly perusing a scroll or
album, one shares an intimate experience that has been repeated over
the centuries. And it is through such readings that meaning is gradually
revealed. 1 trust you will enjoy, as I have, the ink & paper journey that
Mu Jianmei takes you with her on rediscovering joy, whimsy, and serenity

in everyday life.

gcvm(f o 9\.‘,&, Sculptor

Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA
2015.3.9
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Reference: Art Work by Mu Jianmei

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation
and admiration for the artwork of Ms. Mu. T have spent several years in the
far Fast including Japan and Korea so I do have a passing understanding
and appreciation for Oriental style and art. We have an exhibition hall in
our home dedicated to Oriental design and theme and Jianmei’s work holds a

prominent place.

Jianmei specializes in scrolls and panels of children at work and at play.
Her style is distinctive and unique. Her attention to detail is superb with
the children’ s expressions being subtle yet evident as to their emotions.
Expressions of fear, mischief, joy and many others make her works diverse
and entertaining. The same attention to detail is evident in works as

small as 2cm x 2cm to large multi—panel works several feet in size.

I understand that Oriental art can be an acquired taste especially in
an area of the US so dedicated to Southwestern art, but I truly believe
those who have the chance to see a variety of the offerings Ms. Mu has,
their appetite will be whetted. I do not hesitate to fully support the
opportunity for her to display her art work in any show.

Sincerely,

From: Harald E. Halseth Dr
ETPASO, TX USA
13 January 2015
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